Dear Homeschooling Family,

Thank you for your interest in the Eagle River Nature Center’s 2011-12 Homeschool Series, which meets monthly on the first Friday from 1pm-3pm, September to May (except January). 
WHAT WE COVER:
September: Life around the Beaver Pond (focus on animals, incl. salmon cycle) 
October: Leaves and Seeds (Intro to botany) 
* November: Winter Birds (Intro to birds, incl. migration, feeding birds)
* December: All about Snow (Intro to weather, physics of water and ice) 
January: NO CLASS 
* February: Winter Adaptations (How humans and animals deal with winter)
March: Bones and teeth (Intro to mammalian anatomy, teeth and diet)
April: Glaciers, rocks, soils and worms (Intro to geology and soils)
May: Critter hunt (Intro to insects and macro-invertebrates)

* Winter month: please note weather policy below. We hope to go snowshoeing at least once, if conditions are favorable.
WHAT TO EXPECT: All classes start promptly in the main building. It is a good idea to arrive early and look over class materials, or check out the close-up corner and displays. Class typically starts with an introduction of 20-30 minutes (longer in winter), followed by fieldtrip outdoors. We also use the heated classroom yurt along the Rodak Trail. Be prepared to spend at least 1 hour outdoors by bringing good winter gear: warm boots, snowpants/suit, hats, mittens and scarf (remember to wear layers and avoid cotton!). 

SAFETY POLICY:  A parent or adult chaperone must accompany the child(ren). For safety reasons, each adult may only have 1 pre-school child in their care while accompanying school-age children on fieldtrip.
Each child needs to be with a chaperone during the walk (you may arrange with an adult from another family to watch your child). On the trails, all participants are asked to walk behind the guide and stay together. Should a contingency arise while outdoors, such as the need for a bathroom, please inform the naturalist: a chaperone needs to accompany the child(ren), and all remaining children need to be assigned to another chaperone.
If you have any other questions regarding siblings and our safety policy, please contact naturalist before registering. Please remember you are responsible for the safety and supervision of all your children at all times.
BEHAVIOR: We ask that when the naturalist is teaching (indoors and outdoors), disturbances be kept to a minimum – this means students need to pay attention and raise their hand rather than interrupt with questions or comments. We also ask that adults keep their conversations to a minimum. If a sibling is crying, he/she needs to be taken aside until calmed down.

WHAT IF WEATHER IS BAD? Weather conditions and temperatures can sometimes be different from town, so feel free to call if you have any questions.  If road conditions are hazardous, or the temperature at the Eagle River Nature Center is below 0 degrees Fahrenheit, the class will be postponed until the following Friday, same time. Call ERNC at 694-2108 to check on conditions (opens 10am on Friday). Please make sure that we have your correct phone # and email on file to contact you in case a class needs to be postponed. 
IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND: If you cannot attend a class, we appreciate if you can let us know (we may have names on the waiting list who would appreciate a chance to attend). There are no refunds. 

IF THERE IS ENOUGH INTEREST in this series, we may divide into two age groups with a second naturalist teaching simultaneously. Families with several children spanning both age ranges may divide only if they’ve arranged their child’s supervision with another adult, or simply join the older group as a family.
If you have any further questions, please contact:

Ute Olsson, Chief Naturalist

Eagle River Nature Center

694-2108 (center)

694-9255 (direct)

naturalist@ernc.org

