Kneehigh Naturalist Parent Release Form
Eagle River Nature Center

This form must be completed and submitted at the start of a Kneehigh session.
Philosophy: The aim of Nature Education is to introduce children playfully to learning about the natural world around them and to form positive bonds with their surroundings, including plants, animals and other people.  How much “learning” a child absorbs will depend on their age and readiness: initially Kneehigh is all about playing, exploring, and having a positive experience outdoors.  For some younger children this may be their first exposure to any kind of group learning, for others, this may compliment  more formal schooling – therefore expect some variety of maturity levels among the attending children.

Registration: Program cost varies according to session length (typically 4-6 week sessions). Families must be Eagle River Nature Center dues-paying members. You can register in person or by phone at 694-2108 (up to 3 months in advance only). Please leave a clear message if we are closed. No walk-ins allowed due to facility and staffing constraints.

Sibling Policy: Infant siblings in backpacks or strollers are welcome. If bringing a sibling that is old enough to participate (at least 2 years of age, and no older than 6), then that child needs to register and pay along with the 3-5 year old.  IMPORTANT:  we require one adult guardian per 2 children in your care (this includes infants in backpacks or strollers).  This rule is necessary for your child(ren)’s safety.  We will turn away participants who do not abide by this policy.
Safety and Behavior Policy: When we are outdoors, children are not allowed to run ahead or leave the trail. Caregivers are in charge of their children’s safety the entire time, and if they have difficulty controlling their child or younger sibling, they are advised to use strollers or backpacks, or make other arrangement for childcare such as having a second adult. The Nature Center staff reserves the right to ask a parent with one or more disruptive children to leave: any disruptive child should be taken aside so as not to interrupt the program, even if that means missing part of the program. The child is welcome back when calmed down and ready to rejoin.

We spend time outdoors, as long as the temperatures are above 0 degrees F, so please come prepared and dressed for the weather.  

Thank you for your support.  For many children, this may be their first experience in a group-learning setting and will need your guidance to learn appropriate behaviors.  Both your child’s safety and the quality of the learning experience is very important to us at the Nature Center.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
I understand the above policies and assume all liability for the outdoor activities my child (ren) will encounter on a Kneehigh Naturalist Program for which we have registered.

Name(s) of child(ren): ___________________________________________    Age: ____




____________________________________________  Age: ____

Signature of adult guardian: __________________________________________________

Date: _______________________
Staff Only:  Date received_________  Filed _______ Initial ______
